
 
LONE STAR HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE 

WATERWAYS UTILIZATION SUBCOMMITTEE 
NAVIGATION OPERATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

DREDGE SUBCOMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

 
28 October 2014, 1130 TO 1430  
Houston Pilots, 203 Deerwood Glen Drive,  
Deer Park, TX 
  
Attendee Introductions  
 
Presentations: Intracoastal Waterway Master Plan Report (Dan Harmon, Director, TXDOT 
Maritime)  
 
See attached powerpoint presentation. 
 
Agency Reports/discussion items:  
1. Coast Guard  
 

a. Aids to navigation & waterway management (Lieutenant Commander Navin Griffin)  

 

 All Sector Houston-Galveston ATON assets are operational.  

 No waterway closures at this time. 

 Coast Guard released an MSIB providing guidance on Ebola.  Capt. Penoyer will discuss 
Ebola procedures more in depth at the full LSHSC meeting scheduled for November 7th. 

 

b. Vessel Traffic (Steve Nerheim)  

 
VTS Houston/Galveston is in process of redesigning its Vessel Traffic Service Area. The attached 
map shows existing reporting points. Your inputs are welcome on new VTSA boundaries, new 
locations for reporting points, and where to place the new dividing lines breaking our two sector 
waterway into three sectors. Comments, suggestions, inputs can be sent to Steve Nerheim or 
Ashley Bullard: (Steven.W.Nerheim@uscg.mil; Ashley.C.Bullard@uscg.mil) 

 
2. Customs and Border Protection (Lt. Doug Trent) 

 

Lt. Doug Trent with the Coast Guard commented, in response to the emerging threat of Ebola 
Hemorrhagic Fever (Ebola HF), Sector Houston-Galveston initiated vessel and crewmember 
screening protocols, back in July of this year, for vessels that had visited 11 ports in Western 
Africa within their last 5 ports of call. Utilizing data from the local Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) Quarantine Station, a vessel questionnaire and MSIB 14-14 were created to promote 
greater awareness and rapid efficient prevention responses. Screening measures were employed 
in late July and the MSIB was signed and loaded onto Homeport in early August 
(https://homeport.uscg.mil). Sector-Houston-Galveston and Sector New Orleans were the first to 
implement such procedures. These procedures have been shared with and modeled/adopted by 
numerous other Sectors around the country ever since.  Recent information from the CDC 
prompted changes to Sector Houston-Galveston's screening processes. On October 27th, the 
sector began screening vessels and crew that have visited any of the countries listed as "Warning 
Level 3, Avoid Nonessential Travel" on the CDC's Travelers' Health webpage 
(http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices). Those countries are Sierra Leone, Guinea, and Liberia. 
MSIB 14-14 change 01 was issued to reflect same and is also on the homeport website. All 
vessels/crewmembers with a link to one of these three countries within the past five ports or 21 
days will be screened by Sector Houston-Galveston Targeting and Arrivals staff. All positive 
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symptomatic responses will be referred to the CDC for further medical screening. The CDC will 
then provide recommended actions or request assistance to mitigate any potential transmission. 
To date, Sector Houston-Galveston has screened more than 70 foreign vessels utilizing data from 
ENOAs and responses to the screening questionnaire. To date, all results have been negative. 

 

3. US Army Corps of Engineers (Tricia Campbell)  

 

Ongoing projects: 

 

1) HSC Carpenters to Greens (includes area upstream of Greens Bayou to Hunting Bayou).  RLB 
has completed dredging of Green's Bayou and the HSC upstream of Green's Bayou.  They are 
currently dredging the HSC from Carpenters Bayou moving towards Greens Bayou and are 
placing material into Lost Lake.   

 

2) Peggy Lake Levee Raising: work underway; Contractor is Affolter Contracting Inc. 

 

3) Texas City Main Channel: ongoing; Contractor is Orion 

 

4) GIWW Rollover to Causeway: contract awarded to Orion; preconstruction conference is 
scheduled for later this week.  Work is anticipated to start in next 1-2 weeks. 

 

Upcoming projects: 

 

1) Alexander Island Levee Raise: scheduled for a November 2014 award. 

 

2) Sims to Turning Basin: scheduled for a December 2014 award.  

 

3) Galveston Entrance Channel and HSC Bolivar to Redfish: scheduled for an April 2015 award. 

 

4) Exxon to Carpenters: scheduled for July 2015 award 

 

5) Bayport Flare: next Federal job is scheduled for an August 2015 award.  NOTE: Prior to the 
next Federal job, the Port of Houston Authority will be performing maintenance dredging of the 
Bayport Flare in fall 2014 and spring 2015 as part of their Deepening and Widening project. 

 

6) PA 14/15 Shoreline Stabilization: repair of erosion along levees, scheduled for August 2015 
award 

 

7) Mid Bay PA dewatering: scheduled for July 2015 award 

 

8) Spilman dewatering and spillbox replacement: scheduled for July 2015 award 

 

The Galveston District also held its annual Dredging Meeting on October 23rd.  Topics of 
conversation included the fiscal year (FY) 2015-2016 budget outlook, FY 2015 and 2016 projects, 
presentation of hydrographic survey website, panel discussion of USACE-EPA Ocean Disposal 
Partnership,  panel discussion of Long Distance Conveyance of Dredged Material, panel 
discussion of Non-Federal use of Federal Placement Areas, an update of FY 2015 Planning 
Studies, an FY 2015 Contracting and Small Business update, and FY 2015 Safety Update. 
Presentations will be available later this week on the Galveston District Navigation website: 
http://www.swg.usace.army.mil/Missions/Navigation/DredgingConference.aspx 
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4. NOAA (Alan Bunn)  

  

NOAA's Navigation Response Team 4 continues Houston/Galveston surveys to update NOAA 
Charts, however a fuel tank problem has the survey vessel down for the week, but should be 
repaired and back on line next week. NOAA personnel manned a NOAA exhibit at the American 
Pilot's Association Conference in Houston this past week.  Rear Admiral (RADML) Gerd Glang, 
NOAA's Director of The Office of Coast Survey, gave a presentation at the conference and met 
with a number of Pilots to discuss charting, surveys, ENCs, and navigation in general.  Thanks to 
the Western Gulf Maritime Association (WGMA) for inviting area maritime professionals and 
stakeholders to their meeting and had RADML Glang give an informal presentation on the future 
of navigation, charting, and a brief on NOAA products, services, and area efforts.  The Admiral 
and Regional Navigation Manager, Alan Bunn answered a variety of questions regarding ongoing 
area navigation projects. Several mariners noted area survey efforts have helped removing old 
wreck designations that are no longer in the area after years of deterioration and hurricanes and 
have successfully been removed from the charts.  Ongoing survey efforts have been important in 
giving actual depths in one area anchorage enabling better utilization of the anchorage and 
possibly expanding an anchorages limits as a result of NRT4's survey efforts.  Another request 
was made to terminate a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers spoil area designation and have that 
area removed from the charts.  NOAA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with guidance from 
the Lone Star Harbor Safety Committee's Water Utilization subcommittee is in the process of 
terminating the spoil designation and removing the spoil designation from the chart with new 
survey data placed in its place. The Admiral appreciated the opportunity to interact with local 
maritime professionals on safe navigation issues. 

 

5. Port of Houston Authority (Garry McMahan)  
 
Garry McMahan from the Port of Houston updated the committee on several projects (please see 
the powerpoint attached): 
 
• Oiltanking is building a new ship dock (1A) 
• Stolthaven Terminals is dredging to -12 ft. Mean Low Tide 

• Pasadena Refining is replacing an existing bulkhead  ~ 280 ft. 
 

Dredge Subcommittee Report  
 
1. Bayport and Barbours’ Cut deepening/widening project update (David Casebeer)  

 

David Casebeer mentioned that the dredging is going well at Barbours’ Cut. Orion Marine Group 
expects to complete the new work dredging in the channel, with the Linda Laquay, in the 2nd 
week of November. They will then mobilize to the Bayport channel and then start working on 
widening the red side of the channel. In January, a second dredge will be mobilized back up to 
Barbours’ Cut to finish the work at the docks and the final maintenance of the channel before the 
Corps assumes maintenance of the improved channel. The anticipated date of completion for all 
Barbours’ Cut dredging is mid to late February. The widening of the channel on the red side is 
currently scheduled to be done mid-May and all of the new work dredging in the channel is 
scheduled to be done mid-June. My current estimate is that the new channel will be open by the 
end of next September. This will include the widened channel and all of the docks at 45 ft., and 
the cruise basin and dock at 33 ft. The Port is holding a public meeting to review the project with 
anyone interested. The meeting will start at 18:00 at the Bayport Container Terminal admin 
building in room 207. 

 

Philip Kropf also thanked JJ Plunkett for attending the 10/17/14 Bayport Deepening and Widening 
project meeting at Sector H-G with the Coast Guard, Port of Houston, Orion Marine Group, and 
others in attendance. JJ was not only representing the Houston Pilots, but also (since Philip was 
unable to attend this meeting) recreational boaters (of which he is one!). JJ later reported back to 



Philip that good discussions had taken place regarding issues pertaining to the safety of 
recreational boaters crossing the planned dredge pipeline route during this project. 

 

2. Corps of Engineers October Dredging Meeting update (David Casebeer) 

 

The Galveston District is working on facilitating the use of offshore placement of private material. 
This option is currently approved in the Matagorda ship channel, Freeport entrance channel and 
Freeport LNG. Though it may be an option here in the Houston area soon, you should start 
coordinating with the district as soon as possible to let them know you are interested as there is 
much preliminary coordination required before you will be allowed to place offshore. There were 
also discussions regarding the long distance transport of dredged material, non-federal use of the 
federal placement areas and other interesting topics. The presentations should be uploaded this 
week sometime and can be downloaded from the Galveston District site. You need to look under 
Missions > Navigation then look for the Dredging conference. 

 

3. “Dredging Your Docks” Conference update (Laci Theriot)  

 

Laci Theriot announced that CRA and Orion Marine Group’s “Dredging Your Docks” seminar is 
underway for Wednesday, November 5th at Brady’s Landing. There are great presentations lined 
up with topics such groundings, hazardous material, beneficial use, disposal areas, dredging 
costs, and hydrographic surveying. If you wish to attend, please RSVP to her 
(ltheriot@crahouston.com). She thanked the Lone Star Harbor Safety Committee for their support 
again this year and encouraged members to attend.  

 
 

4. Other business 
 
The next dredging subcommittee meeting will be on Tuesday, December 2nd at the Port of 
Houston Executive Building at 10:30 AM. Jonathan Pearce with OMI International will be 
presenting on virtual dredging. 
 
 
Working Group Reports/Old Business:  
 
1. Facility Work Group (John Taylor)  

 

No update. 

 

2. Brownwater University Workgroup (David Foret)  

 

No update. 

 

3. Casualty Analysis Workgroup (David Foret)  

 

No update. 

 

4. HSC Terminals and Ships Traffic Efficiency Working Group (Captain Pontikos)  

 

The last meeting of the working group was on the 3rd of September. The next meeting will be 
arranged for December or January, due to heavy workload. 



 

5. Blue/Brown Water Interface Work Group update (Tom Marian)  
 
Philip Kropf reported on the issue that he had brought up at the 9/2/14 Waterways Utilization 
subcommittee meeting regarding hazardous conditions for small boats from ship wakes when 
anchored near Redfish Island. Since that meeting Philip has had conversations with various 
Corps of Engineers and Port of Houston employees on the topic, but no solutions have been 
found as to how to warn boaters as to these serious hazards. Philip did report that one boater 
who had recently experienced extensive damage to his boat at this location has had a 
conversation directly with a POHA commissioner on the issue. 

  
Tom Marian was not present at the meeting, however, JJ Plunkett mentioned that the Brownwater 
University team received all positive reports regarding the recent course in September. They plan 
to have another course in February of next year. 
 
New Business:  
 
Capt. John Salvesen opened discussion with some information that he learned at the last C-TAC 
LNG subcommittee meeting on October 21st in Houston. With more LNG terminals coming into 
the picture and expanding business on waterways, an issue was brought up regarding where and 
how they will get their bunkering done, such as anchorages. Some marine terminals in our area 
do not allow crude changes, bunkering, etc. and Houston-Galveston area anchorages may not 
have capacity. Capt. Joe Paitl with LNG America (who also attended the same meeting) was 
present provided more information on the subject: 
 

 The US Coast Guard noted that it offered two draft policies pertaining to LNG for public 
comment via the Federal Register:  (1) CG-OES Policy Letter 01-14 (Guidelines for Liquefied 
Natural Gas Vessels Using Natural Gas as Fuel) and (2) CG-OES Policy Letter 02-14 
(Guidance Related to Vessels and Waterfront Facilities Conducting Liquefied Natural Gas 
(LNG) Marine Fuel Transfer (Bunkering) Operations).  The draft policies were released to the 
public via the Federal Register on 2/7/14 and the public comment period ended on 3/10/14.  
The US Coast Guardreceived 27 responses, but had not yet released the USCG’s 
response/position to the comments.  

 The USCG is reportedly working on a draft policy on barge bunkering, but the draft is not yet 
releasable. 

 Due to discussion at the subcommittee meeting that 46CFR154 doesn’t apply to barges 
despite the draft policy letters suggesting otherwise, the subcommittee intends to recommend 
to the full committee that regulations (perhaps 46CFR152 [which is currently reserved]) be 
written that are specific to LNG barges.  

 Due to discussion that 33CFR127 was envisioned to apply to large liquefaction facilities, the 
subcommittee intends to recommend to the full committee that regulations (“127 light”) should 
be written that are specific to LNG bunkering facilities and that such facilities should not likely 
have to go thru the onerous FERC/WSA process of the larger facilities.  After all, bunkering 
serves existing vessels wishing to use LNG as fuel while LNG import/export terminals 
typically attract new customers/ships that are more appropriately addressed via the WSA 
process.    

 There was discussion as to whether or not existing regulations were adequate to address fire 
protection, and if needed this area could be addressed in 46CFR152 (if part 152 is written per 
item above). 

 Buffalo Marine is well known for this type of bunkering service in the Houston-Galveston 
area. 

 The next C-TAC LNG subcommittee will be in New Orleans at a date to be determined. 
 
 
1. Schedule next subcommittee meeting(s):  
 
Navigation Operations: December 2, 2014, The Port of Houston Executive Building 



Waterway Utilization: December 11, 2014, WGMA  
Dredging: December 2, 2014, The Port of Houston Executive Building 
 

2. Next Full LSHSC Meeting: November 7, 2014, Sector Houston Galveston  

3. Adjourn  

 


